
 

 

 

 

 

Bellmore-Merrick  

Central High School District 

English as a New Language 

 

 

Curriculum for  

Integrated ENL Support  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015-2016 

 

  



 

 
  

BELLMORE-MERRICK 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

  

  

  

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

2015-2016 

  

George Haile, President 

Janet Goller, Vice President 

  

 

Marion Blane 

 JoAnn DeLauter 

   Wendy Gargiulo         

                            

Dr. Nancy Kaplan 

Nina Lanci 

Gina Piskin 

 

  

  

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

  

John DeTommaso 

Superintendent of Schools 

  

Cynthia Strait Régal 

Deputy Superintendent 

  

Dr. Mara Bollettieri 

Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Administration 

  

David Seinfeld 

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment  



 

 

 

 

 

Bellmore-Merrick  

Central High School District 

English as a New Language 

 

 

Curriculum for  

Integrated ENL Support  

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: 

 

Katrina Mae Angeles (Calhoun High School) 

Heather Glick (Calhoun High School) 

Charlotte Hayes (Merrick Avenue Middle School) 

Denise Schleith (Merrick Avenue Middle School) 

 

 

Project Administrator: 

 

Enrique Montes (World Languages/ENL Chairperson) 

  



 

Table of Contents 

 

 

I. Introduction & Rationale 

 

 

II. Intake & Rules ~ Information and materials for use with determining 

proficiency level and establishing communication with students and their 

families 

 

 

III. Orientation & “How to Be a Successful Student” Videos ~ Information 

and materials for orienting students to the school environment and community 

 

 

IV. Academic Vocabulary ~ Vocabulary lists and quizzes to prepare students for 

academic success in high school and beyond 

 

 

V. Content Support ~ Materials and suggestions for Integrated ENL classes 

 

 

VI. Research ~ Information and explanations about academic integrity and steps to 

the research process 

 

 

 

  



 

Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District 

English as a New Language 

Curriculum for Integrated ENL Support 

 

Introduction 

  

  

Rationale 

  

Beginning the 2015-2016 academic year, New York State has instituted a new set of 

regulations with regard to English Language Learners (ELLs). The goal of the changes 

and adjustments that have been made in the regulations is to further assist ELLs on 

their pathway to academic success. Two major departures occurred from the previous 

law. First of all, ELLs with the lowest level of English proficiency must take an English 

class, whereas previously only ELLs at the advanced proficiency level would be 

scheduled for an English class. Secondly, all ELLs must take an “Integrated” core 

subject, and former ELLs must receive some level of support specified by the District 

based on the Commissioner’s Regulations Part 154 for up to two years after they have 

tested “Commanding” (formerly “Proficient”) in English . “Integrated” refers to a core 

curriculum class that is either taught by a teacher dual certified in a content area and 

TESOL or else co-taught by a teacher certified in the content area and another teacher 

certified in TESOL. ELLs at the lowest level of proficiency, in other words Entering or 

Emerging ELLs as determined by the NYSITELL or NYSESLAT, are required by law to 

take an Integrated English class. Additionally, schools are required to provide 

Integrated content classes of any appropriate subject for all ELLs and former ELLs 

depending on where those students might need assistance.  

 

In the Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District, we have determined that the 

greatest need of most ELLs occurs in the English classes throughout the four years of 

high school, thus we provide an Integrated English section at each grade level: English 1, 

2, 3 and 4 which correspond to grades 9, 10, 11, and 12. At the middle school level, 

Integrated English is also provided for grades 7 and 8. Additionally, Integrated Global 

History at the ninth grade level as well as Integrated Living Environment at the tenth 

grade level are given to further support students at the lower levels of English 

proficiency.  Integrated classes, with the exception of English, are subject to change 

depending on the changing needs of the ELL population. Scheduling and staffing are 

determined by the administrative team with the input of the teachers of the English as a 

New Language department. The Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District does not 

currently provide Integrated ENL courses with any dual certified teachers, thus all of the 

Integrated ENL courses are co-taught. 



 

In recent years, the Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District has enjoyed a history 

of success with our Special Education collaborative teaching model, and while this is a 

good place to begin with regard to collaborative teaching for Integrated ENL classes, the 

focus and adjustments made to the curriculum are different than those made to assist 

students with disabilities. Nevertheless, the essentials of co-teaching remain the same, 

which are to provide for the delivery of the best instruction possible to a class of 

students with a variety of linguistic proficiency levels, academic experience, varying 

cultural roots, and individual needs. In the Integrated ENL model, this requires serious 

co-planning, modification of materials, and in some cases, adjustment of expectations 

given curricular as well as time constraints, for every student learns English at a 

different pace.    

  
  
  

Terminology 

  

ENL = English as a New Language 

LEP = Limited English Proficient 

ELL = English Language Learner 

NYSITELL = New York State Identification Test for English Language Learners 

NYSESLAT = New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test 

SIFE = Students with Interrupted Formal Education 

ELAP = English Literacy Alternative Program (BOCES) 

IEP = Individualized Education Plan 

  

  

 The Nature of the Program 

  

The English as a New Language program in the Bellmore-Merrick Central High School 

District is a free-standing program.  In accordance with New York State law, ENL 

instruction is currently provided by certified ENL teachers for all students who are 

identified as Limited English Proficient (LEP).  The two examinations that determine 

proficiency levels are: NYSITELL (given to students who enter the country or New York 

State for the first time at any time of year) and NYSESLAT (the annual State assessment 

of all English Language Learners).   Currently, the four classifications of speakers who 

require ENL services are divided by English proficiency: Entering, Emerging, 

Transitioning, Expanding.   Entering/Emerging students currently receive two periods 

of Stand Alone ENL, whereas Transitioning/Expanding, and where warranted, 

Commanding students receive one period of Stand Alone ENL daily. The NYSESLAT is 

given in April/May, and the results that specify individual scores and proficiency levels 

are available in August.  All ELLs are entitled to NYS testing accommodations.  Students 



who test Commanding (formerly Proficient) on the NYSESLAT receive support services 

as well as testing accommodations for two academic years subsequent to their testing 

Commanding.  

 

 

 

Learning Progression for Newcomer ELLs through Integrated English 

 

It is our experience that if a student enters at the high school level with no English or a 

very low level English base, it will take them two years to complete the requirements 

satisfactorily for the ninth grade English course. Therefore, we have set suggested steps 

and benchmarks for this scenario as follows: 

 

YEAR 1 ~ English 1 for audit 

 

Step 1: Translate and understand individual words.  

Step 2: Respond to basic comprehension questions (who, what, where, when, how) in 

native language. (Learn basic nouns, verbs, and begin with adjectives). 

Step 3: Respond to higher order comprehension questions in native language. 

Step 4: Respond to basic comprehension questions in English (including usage of 

nouns, verbs, adjectives). 

 

The average ELL will be able to reach this level by the end of the first year. 

 

YEAR 2 ~ English 1 for credit 

 

Step 5: ELL begins to study and understand and use complex structures such as: 

● Literary elements 

● Abstract nouns (theme) (ex: hope, justice, love)  

● Figurative language 

● Idiomatic expressions 

Step 6: ELL achieves level of English proficiency and is able to understand and use all 

structures above.  

 

 

 

 

  



Co-Teaching Conversations 

 

Some things you might want to discuss with your co-teacher prior to September include 

the following: 

● Who will do the grading? Will it always be the same person? What system will 

you use? What rubric will you use? Make sure to discuss both of your 

expectations when it comes to the specific rubric grades. 

● Who will discipline? Will it be good cop/bad cop, or will you take turns? What 

behaviors will you put an end to and how? What behaviors will you tolerate?  

● How will you decide who will prepare or type lessons, worksheets, and tests? 

● How flexible are you, and how much are you willing to modify assignments and 

expectations of new learners of English? 

● If you will be absent for any reason, how will you communicate this to your co-

teacher, and what are your expectations for the other teacher while you are out? 

● How comfortable are you with modifying class assignments for diversified 

instruction? Will you use modified assignments only for ELLs or also for other 

struggling learners? How will you decide and differentiate these materials? 

● How willing are you to share your materials and how far in advance? 

● Who will teach which parts of the lesson? 

● What will be your usual method of teaching? (ex: lead and support, duet, speak 

and take notes, skill groups, parallel teaching, etc.) 

● How do you feel about group, pair, and individual work? How do you feel about 

dividing groups intermixed with ELLs? 

● How do you feel about an ELL who does not understand English yet doing 

something “else” while you verbally introduce the lesson and tasks to the class? 

● How flexible are you with the pace of the class, and how will you determine and 

adjust pace to fit the needs of the students? 

● What are your goals for the students for the year?  

● How would you like to seat the ELLs? Where in the room? Together or separate? 

● What is your vision of how to balance reading, writing, and discussion during 

class and in assignments?  

● What is your vision of how to balance fiction and nonfiction? 

● What is your feeling on test preparation? 

● How many assessments would you like to give over the course of the year, and 

what kinds? 

● What do you love about English? 

● Why did you become an English teacher? 
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