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Unit 1
Global Citizenry:

Exploring Identity in a Diverse World

Teacher Directions:
This unit gives students the opportunity to explore their interests and come to

understand their role in the community.

 In Lessons 1-3, students will learn to understand and respect each other’s
similarities and differences by creating and sharing their Panwapa flags.

 In Lessons 4-6, students will analyse different customs and discuss the
importance of appreciating others’ beliefs.

 In Lessons 7-8, students will put their ideas into action through
community interviews.

 In Lessons 9-11, students will discuss the value of unity by exploring
appropriate ways to act towards others as well as creating a class quilt.

Each lesson will run approximately 40-50 minutes, depending on the age of the
students and the level of detail that the teacher would like to cover. It is
recommended to complete two to three lessons per week; however, teachers are
advised to adapt the length of the unit to the meet the needs of their students.

The “cumulative review” section of each lesson is intended to be a quick
reminder of past work and an introduction to the upcoming concepts. It is designed to
highlight key ideas and prepare students for the cumulative assessment. With these
questions, what is more critical than “correct” or “wrong” answers is the process that
students engage in to arrive at their answers. We encourage teachers to engage the
students in such a discussion.

The accompanying cumulative assessment should be administered prior to the
first lesson and again after the completion of the unit. Informal assessments are
listed throughout the lesson plans in order to give teachers an opportunity to verify
mastery and check for understanding. The first six lessons contain additional content
and exercises in order to fully flesh out the concepts of similarities/differences and
each child’s place in the ever-expanding world.
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Lesson 1: Who Am I?

Students can complete this activity with or without computers. If computers are not available, each
student needs paper copies of the “Panwapa Cards” handout.

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for similarities and differences in traditions and lifestyles between one’s

own culture and the cultures of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify unique aspects of themselves.
 identify positive aspects of their own identity.
 respect and value similarities and differences.
 realize the importance of similarities and differences.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: global awareness; individual development and identity; people, places and

environment; culture; science, technology and society
 Art: creating a Panwapa Card using basic elements of color, line, shape and form; collage

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources:
 Computers with Internet access
 Printer
 Writing utensils
 Crayons or coloured pencils
 Blank Panwapa Game Cards
 Handouts:

 Panwapa Cards
 Panwapa Crafts
 Panwapa Instruments
 Panwapa Animals
 Panwapa Activities
 Panwapa Foods
 Panwapa Sports

Agenda:
1. Begin the lesson by discussing what students have in common. Guide this discussion using

examples of students’ likes and dislikes of the Panwapa Card choices. For instance:
 Raise your hand if you like to play football.
 Raise your hand if you play a musical instrument.
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 Raise your hand if you like to eat fish.
2. Tell students that just like they have things in common with other people in their classroom,

they also have things in common with children all over the world. Inform students that they will
be using Panwapa to learn about children living in different countries as they also learn content.

 The word panwapa, which comes from the Tshiluba (pronounced “che-loo-bah”) language
spoken in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in Central Africa, means "here on this
earth."

 Panwapa is a floating island that travels the five oceans of the world. Therefore, it
belongs to no country, but is simply “here on this earth.”

3. Each student should log on to Panwapa using the username and password created by the
teacher.

4. Students will create their Panwapa Flag, avatar (an icon representing a person in cyberspace),
and home and setting based upon their personal preferences.

5. Inform students that they will have 30 minutes to create their avatar, home and flag. Teachers
should use their judgment as to how much time is needed to complete these activities. Times
may depend on connection speed. Let students know that they have the option of changing any
of these items any time they log in to Panwapa. (Students should not click the “Back” button on
their browser while they’re in the middle of creating their Panwapa Kid/Home/Flag; doing so may
kick them out of the activity. Should students want to change their choices, they should finish
the entire setup process and then make changes using the “Change Me” button.)

6. Once students have completed all three items, ask them to click on the “My Home” button
located on the bottom left side of the window. This will display their avatar standing in front of
the home they created along with their flag (known as the “Panwapa Me Page”).

7. If possible, print out each student’s “Panwapa Me Page” to hang up in the classroom.
8. If Internet access is unavailable, provide each student with a blank copy of the Panwapa Card

(found on the “Panwapa Card” handout), a pencil and crayons or colored pencils. Ask each
student to draw a picture of him- or herself in the big box. Ask each student to draw the flag of
his or her country in the box above his or her picture. In each of the six smaller boxes, ask
students to use the attached various handouts to draw or paste their favorite:

 food,
 sport,
 activity,
 animal,
 craft, and
 musical instrument.

Closure:
 As a class, discuss the number of choices that were available for each of the items. Ask the

students to share what they chose and why they chose certain items.
 Ask students how their choices were similar to their friends’ choices. Ask them how their choices

were different from those of their friends. Ask students to guess how their choices might
compare to those of children in other countries. How would they be similar? How would they be
different? Why?

 Inform the students that during the next lesson they will be comparing their choices to their
classmates. (If online access is available, students will also be comparing their choices to other
Panwapa Kids’ choices.)
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Panwapa Cards
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Panwapa Crafts

Deer Mask Hornbill Mask Huichol Mask Kachina Doll

Lulua Mask Russian Dolls Nuna Buffalo Mask Opera Mask

Orca Whale Mask Pharaoh Mask Shadow Puppet Venetian Bird Mask

Worry Dolls
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Panwapa Instruments

Banjo Bonang Clarinet Conga

Dumbek Electric Guitar Flute Hurdy Gurdy

Keyboard Pan Pipe Piano Saxophone

Shakuhachi Sitar Guitar Theremin

Trumpet Violin
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Panwapa Sports

Badminton Baseball Basketball Biking

Cricket Hockey Frisbee Kite Flying

Martial Arts Ping Pong Roller Skating Rugby

Scooter Riding Skiing Football Swimming
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Panwapa Animals

Bear Cat Dog Fish

Frog Guinea Pig Horse Lizard

Monkey Mouse Parrot Penguin

Rabbit Shark Sheep Snake

Spider Tiger Turtle
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Panwapa Foods

Bread Broccoli Carrots Chicken Dumplings

Aubergine Fish Fruit Grapes Ice Cream

Meat on a Stick Meatballs Noodles Pickles Pizza

Popcorn Rice and Beans Rice Salad Sandwich

Sausage Sushi Taco Tofu Watermelon
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Panwapa Activities

Art Board Games Computers Cooking

Fishing Gardening Hiking Jigsaw Puzzles

Skipping Rope Marbles Origami Playground

Reading Toys
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Lesson 2: Who Am I? (Part 2)

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for similarities and differences in traditions and lifestyles between one’s

own culture and the cultures of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify unique aspects of themselves.
 identify positive aspects of their own identity.
 respect and value similarities and differences.
 realise the importance of similarities and differences.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: global awareness; individual development and identity; people, places and

environment; culture; science, technology and society

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources:
 Computers with Internet access
 Printer
 Writing utensils
 Crayons or coloured pencils
 Blank Panwapa Game Cards
 Panwapa Magazine, p. 8 (Hand Venn Diagram)

Cumulative Review:
 All kids share similarities and differences
 Would someone like to share their favourite food? Their favourite animal?
 Does everyone like the same thing?
 Is it okay to be friends with someone who likes different things? Why/why not?

Agenda:
1. Review the previous lesson in which students created Panwapa Cards.
2. Inform students that during this lesson they will compare the Panwapa Card that they created to

the cards that other students in their class created, as well as the cards other Panwapa Kids
from around the world created.

3. Lead students in completing one or more of the following activities with other students in the
class. (During these activities, students will view each other’s Panwapa Cards and compare
themselves to their classmates.)

 Play “Stand-up/Sit-down”. For example, sit in a circle, and tell everyone who likes pizza
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to stand up. Have them sit down. Then ask everyone who likes rabbits to stand up.
After the game, talk about which things were the most popular, and which items only one
or fewer students liked. Discuss that it’s alright to like things that everybody likes and to
like things that nobody else likes. Students will then go to the Panwapa site and find
Panwapa kids who share the same likes.

 Complete the hand Venn diagram activity on page 8 of Panwapa Magazine. In this
activity, students trace the outlines of each other’s hands onto a sheet of paper so that
the palms overlap. Ask students to compare their Panwapa Cards with other students’
cards. Students then write or draw the similarities between the cards in the space where
the palms of the hands overlap, and write or draw the differences between their cards in
the fingers. Ask students to complete this activity with at least one Panwapa Kid whom
they visit online, using the new friend’s Panwapa Card. Remind students to leave their
own Panwapa Card after the visit. Be sure to save students’ Venn diagrams; they can be
used to create a Panwapa Paper Quilt at the end of this unit.

 Ask students to complete one or more “Treasure Hunts” on Panwapa World. (Note:
students need to be logged on in order to do a Treasure Hunt. Click on Bill the Bug’s
globe, log on, and then click on “Treasure Hunt” near the bottom right corner.) Remind
students to leave their cards with the Panwapa Kids they visit. If online access is not
available, create a class Treasure Hunt based on students’ Panwapa Cards. For example,
ask the class to find a classmate who has one of the same items, then have students find
a classmate with two of the same item, etc.

4. After completing the activity, allow students additional time to explore Panwapa World, to view
other kids’ Panwapa Cards and to leave their cards with other Panwapa Kids online.

Closing Discussion:
1. Have a class discussion about the activity, and about similarities and differences. Guiding

questions include:
 What did the students notice about each of the Panwapa Cards or the “Panwapa Me

Page”?
 What makes each student’s Panwapa Card or “Panwapa Me Page” unique?
 How are the class’s Panwapa Cards or “Panwapa Me Pages” different?
 How are the class’s Panwapa Cards or “Panwapa Me Pages” the same?
 Why are some of the items the same or different?
 Why doesn’t everyone use the same items for their Panwapa Card or “Panwapa Me Page”?
 What did students notice about other Panwapa Kids’ choices for their cards in other

countries?
2. Reiterate that it is great to like something other people like, and it’s also great to like something

that nobody else likes. Our similarities and differences make each of us unique.
3. Discuss how this activity demonstrates that even among the small group of students in class,

there were many differences and similarities. Ask students to predict what might happen if the
entire school—or even other children in the world—completed this activity.

4. Discuss that students will have the opportunity to explore how other children around the world
are similar and different by using Panwapa World.

Closing Activity:
 Using the Venn diagrams created during the lesson as a guide, students will create Panwapa

Game Cards. This can be done as a class or individually, depending on the students. Some
examples of game cards might include:

 Name one country you recently visited in Panwapa World. How were you similar to
and/or different from a kid you met there?

 How are you similar to and/or different from your family?
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Assessment:
 Class participation
 Teacher observation
 Panwapa Card or “Panwapa Me Page “
 Panwapa Game Card

Extension/Enrichment:
 Ask students to write about Panwapa in their journal using the following prompts:

 Describe your Panwapa Flag, avatar and/or home.
 Why did you choose certain items for your flag, avatar and/or home?
 What else is important to you? Being loved? Being respected? A relationship with a

relative? A relationship with a pet? Why are these things important?
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Lesson 3: Graphing our Interests

This lesson uses previously created Panwapa Cards to show students how they are similar to and
different from each other. Students will use pictographs to look at who in their class chose the same
items for their Panwapa Flags and who chose different items.

Essential Questions:
 How are people similar?
 How are people different?
 How do graphs help us understand our similarities and differences?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
1. build awareness of the broader world.
2. engender excitement for learning about the world.
3. build an appreciation for similarities and differences in traditions and lifestyles between one’s

own culture and the culture of others.
 read, interpret, construct and analyze displays of data using pictographs.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 respect and value similarities and differences.
 realise the importance of similarities and differences.
 create and interpret a pictograph.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: global awareness; individual development and identity; people, places and

environment; culture
 Math: graphing

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources:
1. Completed Panwapa Cards
2. Chart paper (or substitute) for creating the pictograph
3. Scissors
4. Glue or tape
5. Handouts:

 Panwapa Class Flag (attached)
 Sample Completed Pictograph

Cumulative Review:
 All kids share similarities and differences. Would someone like to share their favourite craft?

Their favourite sport? Does everyone like the same thing?
 Reiterate that our differences make us unique. It is okay to like the same things as our

classmates, but it is also okay to like different things
 It is fun to have friends who like the same things, as well as friends who like different things!

Agenda:
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1. Before class:
 Create six individual charts, one for each of the flag sections, using the chart paper.
 Write the title of each flag section on the top of the chart paper. The titles are:

 Activities
 Animals
 Crafts
 Foods
 Instruments
 Sports

 Draw a horizontal line along the bottom of the chart paper. This will be the x-axis. Each
picture from the Panwapa Flag handouts in Lesson 1 will be a labeled variable on the x-
axis under the appropriate heading. In a row, below the line you drew for the x-axis,
glue pictures of each item from the flag section. For example, the x-axis of the activities
graph will include pictures of Art, Board Games, Computers, etc. (A sample, finished
graph is included at the bottom of this lesson for reference.)

 Hang the graphs around the room within reach of the students.
2. During class, remind students of the previous activity in which they created Panwapa Cards.
3. Inform students that during this lesson we will create pictographs based on their flag item

choices. Explain that in these pictographs, we will use pictures to represent each person’s
choices of favorite items. The pictographs will help us compare our choices, and let us see which
choices had the most and which had the least.

4. Each student should have his or her Panwapa Card in hand so he or she can view the items on
his or her personal flag, because students will share with the class the items they have placed on
their flag.

5. Model how students are to attach their choices to the chart paper. (Teachers may want to
create a completed graph, or show the sample at the end of this lesson, so students can see
what the finished graph should look like.)

 Find the sheet that has pictures of favorite foods.
 From the sheet cut out the picture that is on his or her flag.
 Write his or her name on the front of the picture.
 Attach a piece of tape to the cut out picture.
 Find the chart paper that has the same item and place the picture directly above the

matching name or picture. Demonstrate that if several pictures of the same item are
already on the graph, students should paste their pictures vertically above the label.

6. Tell students they will have fifteen minutes to complete this activity. (The teacher should use
their judgment as to the time their class needs to finish this activity.)

7. When all students have finished gluing their items, use one of the graphs to model the parts of
the pictograph and how to interpret the data. Discuss:

 How did we label the items being graphed? Why did we label them?
 What does each picture represent?
 Which item has the most? Count the items in each column and write the number

above each of the columns.
 What does it mean that one column has the most?
 Which item has the fewest?
 What does it mean that one column has the fewest?
 What can we tell about our similarities and differences based on the graph?

8. Place the students into five groups. Give each of the groups one of the remaining pictographs.
Each group is to count the number of items in each column and write the number above the
column. They will then, as a group, determine which item has the most and which column has
the fewest.

9. Each group will present their graph to the rest of the class and identify which items had the most
and which items had the fewest numbers.
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10.When all the groups have presented their graphs, have a class discussion about how a
pictograph can help organize information. What did students find interesting or learn about their
class's similarities and differences?

11.Based on the most popular items, create a class flag using the hand out at the end of this
lesson. Fill in the flag based on the items on the pictographs with the highest popularity. Ask
students to compare their individual flags to the class flag. How are these flags similar and
different? How do these similarities enrich our class’s experience?

12.Ask students what they think the world would be like if everyone liked the same things. What
would they miss?

13.Reinforce that everyone has different things they like beyond these six areas.

Closure:
 Each student will create a Panwapa Game Card based on the lesson. For example:

 Name one item from our class flag.
 Name an item on your Panwapa Card that is not on our class flag.

Assessment (Lessons 1-3):
 Class participation
 Teacher observation
 Completed graphs
 Group presentations

Extension/Enrichment:
 Ask students to write about Panwapa in their journals using the following prompts:

 Describe your flag, avatar and/or home.
 Why did you choose the different items for your flag, avatar and/or home?

 Students can create Venn diagrams showing the similarities and differences of their selections
compared to other students in their class, or use the suggested activity for overlapping hands as
outlined on page 8 of the Panwapa Magazine.

 Ask students to select a country at www.panwapa.com. Next, students should select a flag
section they would like to graph (i.e. Activities, Instruments or Animals). Students will go online
and visit 20 Panwapa Kids in the same country, recording Panwapa Kids’ preferences in one of
the flag areas. Students will then complete a pictograph using their results. Do the kids in that
country like the same or different things? How are the kids’ choices different than the class’s
choices? Have the students look at more Panwapa Kids’ cards from that same country. Do the
kids all seem to choose the same items?

 Ask students to use the function on www.panwapa.com that allows them to reorganize the world
according to flag categories, in order to find Panwapa Kids who have the same favorite food as
the food on the class flag. Ask students to record what countries these kids are from. Repeat
this for the other categories on the Panwapa Flags. Did any countries come up more than once?
Which countries were only represented once?
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Sample Completed Pictograph

Panwapa Favourite Activity Pictograph
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Panwapa Class Flag
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Lesson 4: Understanding Customs

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and lifestyles between one’s

own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify positive aspects of others’ customs and rituals.
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 recognise when people look and behave differently than they do.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity; people, places and

environment;
 Language Arts: writing (generating ideas: brainstorming)

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources:
Students can view the online movies either as a group or on individual computers. If viewing as a
group, make sure the sound either comes out through the speakers of the LCD, or that a separate set
of speakers is available. If each child will be viewing the movies on their own computer then provide
individual headsets.

1. Panwapa Video
 Baa to the Sun, Sing to the Moon

2. Writing utensils
3. Computers for online movies & headsets
4. Printer

Cumulative Review:
 Reiterate that our differences make us unique. It is okay to like the same things as our

classmates, but it is also okay to like different things
 It is fun to have friends who like the same things, as well as friends who like different things!
 How should we treat someone who likes something different (e.g., a different food) from us?

Agenda:
1. Tell students that today we will be learning about customs and how customs can affect how

people get along. Ask the students: "What is a custom?" (A custom is a traditional and widely
accepted way of behaving or doing something that is specific to a particular society, place or
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time.)
2. Tell students that they will be learning about brainstorming as they make a list of the school

customs.
3. Explain and demonstrate the rules of brainstorming:

 welcome all ideas;
 suggest improvements in a positive manner;
 piggyback on each other's ideas; and
 keep track of all ideas.

4. Ask students to brainstorm customs that apply to their school. Keep a list of all ideas. If
students have trouble identifying school customs, ask questions to get them started: Is it
customary to sing a song or recite a poem at some point during the school day or year? Is it
customary to greet an adult in a specific way?

5. Review the list of ideas to determine an understanding of customs. When going through the list,
confirm that each of the items is actually a custom. If some examples are not customs, explain
why.

6. Inform students that they will be watching a Panwapa movie about one of the Sheep family’s
customs and how it affects Azibo. The movie is also about how the Panwapa Islanders’ custom
of singing affects the Sheep family.

7. Watch Baa to the Sun, Sing to the Moon.
8. Afterwards, ask students:

 What was happening in this story?
 What were the problems the Sheep family and Azibo experienced?
 What was Koko's solution?
 Use the “Panwapa Video Viewing Guide” (Appendix 1) to further discuss the video.

9. Point out that even though both Azibo and Baabara were frustrated, they took the time to
understand the importance of each other's customs.

10.Explain that people who come from different countries, or practice different religions, may have
different customs. For example, many cultures have different ways of eating food. In some
cultures, people use a knife and fork to eat their food. In some cultures, people only use their
hands to eat, and sometimes they must use a certain hand. In some cultures, people use
chopsticks. In some cultures, no one eats meat. In some cultures, people must have their food
prepared in a certain way. These are all examples of customs.

11.Explain to the students that customs are usually created for a reason. For example, the use of
chopsticks may have come from cooking with twigs. Food was chopped into small pieces so it
could cook quickly, and small bits of food could be eaten using the twigs. Over time, the twigs
were replaced with chopsticks.1

Closure:
 Explain to the class that just because customs are different between cultures does not mean that

they are better or worse than other customs. Tell them that customs are not right, not wrong:
just different! (Stress this phrase throughout all the lessons.)

 Review what students learned from this lesson:
 A custom is the way things are done by a group of people.
 Customs can be different for different countries or religions.
 Sometimes different customs can create problems, but understanding why someone

follows a custom can help lead to a solution. This is what happened with Baabra and
Azibo.

 Inform students that during the next lesson they will be using what they learned during this

1
"Chopsticks." Fact Monster. © 2000–2007 Pearson Education, publishing as Fact Monster.

01 Sep. 2007 <http://www.factmonster.com/spot/chopsticks1.html>.
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lesson to create customs for each of the Panwapa characters.
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Lesson 5: Creating Customs

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and lifestyles between one’s

own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify positive aspects of others’ customs and rituals.
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 recognize when people look and behave differently than they do.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity; people, places and

environment;
 Language Arts: writing (generating ideas: brainstorming)

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources:
Students can view the online movies either as a group or on individual computers. If viewing as a
group, make sure the sound either comes out through the speakers of the LCD, or that a separate set
of speakers is available. If each child will be viewing the movies on their own computer then provide
individual headsets.

5. Panwapa Video
 Shem Ping from China

6. Writing utensils
7. Computers for online movies & headsets
8. Printer
9. Handouts

 Panwapa Character Sheets

Cumulative Review:
 How should we treat someone who likes something different (e.g., likes wearing different styles

of clothes) from us?
 What is a custom?
 Customs are not right or wrong—just different.
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Agenda:
1. Watch the Panwapa video Shem Ping from China. Review what students learned in the previous

lesson about customs. What are some customs they observed in this video? Use the “Panwapa
Video Viewing Guide” (Appendix 1) to further discuss the video.

2. Inform students that they will be creating customs for each of the eight Panwapa characters.
Each group of students will be assigned a different character. (The teacher can use his or her
discretion as to how the groups are assigned their characters. Either allow the students to
choose, or ask students to draw names out of a hat, or assign each group a character. It is
important for each group to have a different character, since the students will be role-playing
with the characters in a later activity.)

3. Before passing out the Panwapa character handouts, mark the corner of each handout with a
different colored shape (e.g., a yellow circle, a blue circle, a yellow triangle, a blue triangle).
These will be used in the next lesson for grouping purposes.

4. Pass out the Panwapa character handouts. Using the Panwapa character handout, students will
brainstorm customs for their character. Encourage students to be creative, and to invent
entirely new customs. Use these questions to guide children in this exercise:

 Greetings: what is the custom for greeting others?
 Eating: what is the custom for eating food?

5. Tell the students that they will have approximately ten minutes to brainstorm customs for
greetings and eating. Remind students that they are not allowed to touch each other while
acting out these customs. They must keep their hands to themselves. Encourage students to
come up with reasons for why these customs exist. Remind students of the rules for
brainstorming. The teacher should let the students know when the first ten-minute session is
over, and tell the students to move on to the next question. Try to make sure that the groups
aren't all using the same types of greetings. Use open ended questions to help students come
up with other customs of greetings and eating food. (If students are engaged and on task at the
end of ten minutes, allow them to continue their discussions. The ten-minute time limit is just a
suggestion.)

6. Discuss as a group:
 How did the students choose the customs?
 Did students make choices about their customs based on their Muppet character?
 Would these customs make students feel welcome? Why or why not?
 Generally, how do students think customs come about?
 What are some customs in their own families? How were these customs started? How

were they passed down?

Closure:
 Inform students that during the next lesson, they will be presenting their customs to each other

by using the greetings that they developed today.
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Greeting

What is Koko’s custom for

greeting others? What does

she do? How does she act?

What does she say?

Food

What is Koko’s custom for

eating her food? How

does she eat? In her

culture what would be the

polite way to eat?
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Greeting

What is Athena’s custom

for greeting others? What

does she do? How does she

act? What does she say?

Food

What is Athena’s custom

for eating her food? How

does she eat? In her

culture what would be the

polite way to eat?
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Greeting

What is Azibo’s custom for

greeting others? What

does he do? How does he

act? What does he say?

Food

What is Azibo’s custom for

eating his food? How does

he eat? In his culture what

would be the polite way to

eat?
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Greeting

What is Tungar’s custom

for greeting others? What

does he do? How does he

act? What does he say?

Food

What is Tungar’s custom

for eating his food? How

does he eat? In his culture

what would be the polite

way to eat?
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Greeting

What is Bill’s custom for

greeting others? What

does he do? How does he

act? What does he say?

Food

What is Bill’s custom for

eating his food? How does

he eat? In his culture what

would be the polite way to

eat?
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Lesson 6: Sharing Customs!

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and lifestyles between one’s

own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify positive aspects of others’ customs and rituals.
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 recognize when people look and behave differently than they do.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity; people, places and

environment

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources:
10. Writing utensils
11. Blank Panwapa Game Cards

Cumulative Review:
 What is a custom?
 Customs are not right or wrong—just different
 Customs are usually created for a reason
 Many places around the world have customs that are similar to each other, and many places in

the world have different customs
 Who can name one custom that we have at our school?

Agenda:
1. Review the previous lesson of creating new customs for the Panwapa characters.
2. Students should look at their Panwapa character handout to see the shape and color drawn in

the corner.
3. During the first sharing, students will find other students who have the same shape, and will

greet them using the custom created by their group. Tell students that it is important that they
take their time with each greeting.

4. The teacher should circulate and watch what the students do.
5. Come together as a group. Discuss the different types of greetings. Were students surprised by

any of the greetings? How did it feel to be greeted in a way that was different? Did anybody
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ask any questions about a greeting they experienced? Who had similar greetings? How were
they similar?

6. Explain to the students that people all over the world have many different customs for greeting
others. Sometimes people consider a different type of a greeting as being rude because they
don't understand the custom. By learning about different customs and cultures, students can
develop a better understanding of other people from around the world.

7. Now ask students to pretend to eat food with students from different groups. Model sitting down
either on the floor or at a desk/table to show how students should share their custom. During
this sharing, students will be looking for other students who have the same color on the corner
of their paper, rather than the same shape.

8. After students have role-played, call everyone back into a large group.
9. Discuss this role-playing situation. Were some of the customs similar? Were some of the

customs different? Did the differences in customs create any problems? What did students like
about other people’s customs?

10.Ask students if they have experienced a similar situation in which they encountered new
customs outside of school. Discuss the differences and similarities. What are some customs
they have learned about during these lessons that they like? Why do they like them?

11.Reinforce that there are many different customs around the world. Ask for suggestions and
discuss how students can learn more about different customs.

Closure:
 Each student should create Panwapa Game Cards about customs. The teacher can help the

students generate a list of ideas as a whole group, if it is difficult for the students to create the
cards on their own. For example:

 Give an example of a custom at your school.
 Give an example of a custom on Panwapa Island.

Assessment (Lessons 4-6)
 Teacher observation
 Pupil participation
 Panwapa Game Cards
 Panwapa character handouts

Extension/Enrichment:
 Watch the Panwapa Movies to observe customs from other countries.
 Use FactMonster (www.factmonster.com), a similar website or books to learn about different

customs around the world
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Lesson 7: Do I Know You? Do You Know Me?

Do I Know You? Do You Know Me?

Panwapa Power Pact: Panwapa kids delight in the diversity of the world because it
offers infinite possibilities for fun and wonder.

Description (Lessons 7 and 8)
How well do we know each other, whether we are new acquaintances, friends or
family? In the Panwapa Power Pact, we pledge to learn more about people. The
objective of this activity is to help children meet new people and learn about them.
One way to meet and get to know people is to interview them. In this lesson,
children will interview their classmates and create a game about what they learn
about each other.

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and

lifestyles between one’s own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs
 realise that group brainstorming is an effective way to develop ideas

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity;

people, places and environment; civic ideals and practices
 Language Arts: writing

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials Needed*
*Unless otherwise indicated, all materials are available on
www.panwapa.com.

 Panwapa Video
 Shem Ping from China
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 Handouts
 Do I Know You? (attached)

 Writing utensils
 Computer with Internet access
 Panwapa Magazine, “Ask a Grown-Up,” p. 18

Cumulative Review:
1. Customs are usually created for a reason
2. Many places around the world have customs that are similar to each other,

and many places in the world have different customs
3. Who can name one custom that we have at our school?
4. Name a few things that we do around which different countries may have

different customs. One example is how we greet each other.

Agenda:

1. Revisit the Panwapa video, Shem Ping from China.
 Remind students about Shem Ping from China, telling them to focus on

Shem Ping’s interactions with this new family. What does he learn
about them?

 In this video, Shem Ping meets a new family and learns about how
they live and what they eat. Use the Panwapa Video Viewing Guide
(Appendix 1) to discuss the video.

2. Introduce the activity.
 Tell children that a great way to get to know people is to ask them

questions about themselves and their lives. Explain that an interview
is an activity where one person asks another person a set of prepared
questions and then records the answers to share with others. In this
activity, children will be preparing and conducting interviews with
people they have met, but would like to know better.

3. Determine interview questions.
 Start the activity by adding more questions to the Interview Sheet

included in this lesson. As a group, brainstorm additional questions.
 The interview questions on page 18 of the Panwapa Magazine in the

activity called “Ask a Grown-Up” may also be helpful.

Closure:
 Tell children that they will have the opportunity to do their own interview

during the next Panwapa lesson.
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Lesson 8: The Interview!

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and

lifestyles between one’s own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.
 acknowledge the range of personalities and backgrounds within their own

classroom

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity;

people, places and environment; civic ideals and practices

Age Range:
Ages 5 – 7

Materials/Resources:
 Writing Utensils
 Paper
 Blank Panwapa Game Cards
 “Do I Know You? Do You Know Me?” handout

Cumulative Review:
 Why is it important to understand all that we can about other people as well

as other countries and their customs?
 What do we do in an interview?

Agenda:
1. Do the interview.

 Put children in pairs. Ask them to interview each other and record the
answers.

 Once children have completed the interview, ask them to introduce
each other using what they have learned. Each student should present
the information they found out about the person they interviewed.
Encourage children to record — or otherwise remember — the answers
by reminding them that knowing the answers could help them during a
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game they will play at the end of the session.
 After sharing, ask students to make a game card for each interview

question by writing or typing the question on the front of the card, and
writing the answer on the back of the card. Include the group
member’s name in the questions. For example, the front of a card
might read, “What color was Jane’s first bike?” The back might read,
“Red.” (See the example cards included with this lesson. An adult can
help type the questions onto the game cards in the text boxes of the
attached document.)

2. Play the “Do I Know You? Do You Know Me?” Game.
 Ask children to use the game cards to practice how well they know

each other. Tell children to mix up all the game cards and place them
in a pile, question side up, and to take turns picking a card. If children
get the answer to the question right, they get to keep the card.

Service Learning Extension

 Often, people do not realize that there are individuals living in their
own community that they can learn from. Invite students to visit an
elderly residence to serve as Generation Appreciation Reporters.
Armed with notebooks and pencils, students will partner with an
elderly resident and interview them about various aspects of their lives
such as interests, careers, nationality, etc. Students will then tell
them a little about themselves to discover various similarities and
connections. To gain a deeper understanding of the impact of service,
encourage students to think about how this project benefits both the
interviewee and interviewer.

 Help students design a My Community Brochure that presents short
portraits of several people that make up your community. The
brochure can focus on just kids, adults, or both.

 Select people that highlight the overall diversity of your community,
whilst also pointing out the things that tie your community together.
The portraits can consist of drawings by your students, accompanied
by some information that has been gathered through research and
interviews. Make copies available for distribution to new visitors to
your community.

Additional Activities

o Ask children to make greeting cards for classmates, saying why they
like each other based on the information they learned in the
interviews.

o Ask children to interview family members and neighbours.
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Do I Know You?

Person interviewed:

Interviewed by:

1. When did you lose your first tooth?

4. Where did you learn how to swim?

5. What colour was your first bike?

6. How many people do you have in your family?

7. How many languages do you speak?

8. What was your favorite toy when you were younger?

9. What is your favorite book?

10. Who is the person you respect the most?

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Lesson 9: A Panwapa Paper Quilt (Part 1)

Panwapa Power Pact:

Panwapa Kids delight in the diversity of the world because it offers infinite
possibilities for fun and wonder.

Description (Lessons 9 through 11)

In any community, people have similarities and differences. It’s the combination of
these qualities that make a community interesting and unique. In the following
activity, students will create a visual representation of what happens when diverse
people come together.

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and

lifestyles between one’s own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify positive aspects of others’ customs and rituals.
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 recognise when people look and behave differently than they do.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.
 realise that friendships benefit from both similarities and differences

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity;

people, places and environment

Age Range:
Ages 5 - 7

Materials/Resources*
*Unless otherwise indicated, all materials are available on
www.panwapa.com.

 Panwapa Video:
 Hello Panwapa Island
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 Panwapa Video Viewing Guide (Appendix 1)
 Panwapa Magazine:

 Panwapa Power Pact, page 5
 A Warm Welcome, page 12

Cumulative Review:
 Why is it important to understand all that we can about other people as well

as other countries and their customs?
 What do we do in an interview?
 How do interviews help us get to know one another better?
 Remind students that they are all part of a community; that they are, in fact,

part of many communities (e.g., their family, school, city)

Agenda:

1. Watch the Video Hello Panwapa Island.

 In this video, Azibo’s arrival frightens the residents of Panwapa
Island. With a little help from Athena, the other Panwapa Island
residents realize that differences don’t have to be scary, and that
everyone – no matter how different – has something in common
with everyone else. Use the Panwapa Video Viewing Guide
(Appendix 1) to discuss the video.

 Ask students to think about their friends. How are they similar to
their friends? How are they different? Discuss how friendships can
benefit from both similarities and differences.

2. Color in Panwapa Warm Welcome, available in Panwapa Magazine.
 Ask students to think about a time when they were new to a

situation, like a class, sports team or music group. Ask them to
remember what people did to make them feel welcome. What did
they say? What did they do? How did they act?

 Make copies of Warm Welcome on page 12 of the magazine. Ask
children to color in the sign, and encourage children to add the
word “welcome” in additional languages, as well.

Closure:
 Allow students to share their work with a friend. Display artwork once it is

completed.
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Lesson 10: A Panwapa Paper Quilt (Part 2)

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and

lifestyles between one’s own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify positive aspects of others’ customs and rituals.
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 recognise when people look and behave differently than they do.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity;

people, places and environment; science, technology and
society.

 Language Arts: writing

Age Range:
Ages 5 – 7

Materials/Resources
 Writing utensils
 Crayons or coloured pencils
 Blank Panwapa Game Cards
 Panwapa Magazine, Panwapa Power Pact, p. 5
 Handouts:

 Panwapa Card Motto Sentence Starters

Cumulative Review:
 How do interviews help us get to know one another better?
 How should you treat someone who is new to our class? New to our school?
 How can we give someone a warm welcome?
 We are doing an activity that celebrates our diversity: our similarities, our

differences, and our curiosity about people in our community and the world.
Why is diversity something to celebrate?

 Remind students that they are all part of a community; that they are, in fact,
part of many communities (e.g., their family, school, city)
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Agenda:
1. Revisit Panwapa Cards from Lesson 1.

 Allow students to visit other Panwapa kids and leave them cards and
messages.

 Ask each student to complete the hand Venn diagram activity with at
least one other Panwapa kid who s/he visits online.

 Ask students to draw or write what they have in common with their
new friends based on the similarities and differences between their
individual Panwapa cards.

 Print out the cards students made. Ask students to complete the
Panwapa Card Motto Sentence Starters handout, and write their
Panwapa Card Motto on the back of their card. Display cards in the
room.

2. Create Panwapa Power Pacts.
 Make copies of the Panwapa Power Pact, available on page 5 of the

magazine. Ask students to color in the Power Pact and write their
Panwapa Card Motto on the back.

Closure:
 Allow students to share their work with a friend. Tell students that they will

put their work into a Class Quilt during the next lesson.
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Panwapa Card Motto Sentence Starters

Finish one of these sentences in your own words. Practise writing
it below. When you’re ready, write it on the back of your
Panwapa card!

The most important thing in my life is…

Everyday, I try to…

I respect people who…

The people I admire most…

If I ran the world,…

If I could change one thing about the world…

I hope one day the world will…

I hope one day all children in the world will…
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Lesson 11: Bring The Quilt Together!

Essential Questions:
 How are people around the world similar?
 How are people around the world different?
 How can we learn about and appreciate different cultures and customs?

Objectives:
This lesson will…
 build awareness of the broader world.
 engender excitement for learning about the world.
 build an appreciation for the similarities and differences in traditions and

lifestyles between one’s own culture and the culture(s) of others.

Outcomes:
Students will…
 identify positive aspects of others’ customs and rituals.
 appreciate customs and rituals of individuals and groups from other cultures.
 recognise when people look and behave differently than they do.
 respect and value similarities and differences in behaviors and customs.
 acknowledge that our similarities and differences make our community great

Curriculum Ties:
 Social Studies: cultural awareness; individual development and identity;

people, places and environment;

Age Range:
Ages 5 – 7

Materials/Resources:
 Construction paper
 Writing utensils
 Student Work

o Welcome cards
o Hand Venn Diagrams
o Panwapa Cards
o Panwapa Power Pacts
o Panwapa Card Motto Sentence Starters

Cumulative Review:
 We are doing an activity that celebrates our diversity: our similarities, our

differences, and our curiosity about people in our community and the world.
Why is diversity something to celebrate?

Agenda:
 Ask students if they are familiar with the concept of a quilt. Share the

definition and, if possible, bring a quilt to show the class.
 Inform students that their Panwapa flags are their own versions of a quilt.
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 Tell students that they will be making a class quilt using the work that they
have made over the past few days.

 Create a paper quilt by combining the welcome cards, hand Venn diagrams,
Panwapa cards and Panwapa Power Pacts into one large mural. The pieces
can either be taped together, or they can be pasted in geometrical designs on
a large, colorful background. Allow students to come one-by-one to paste
their contribution onto the class quilt.

Closure:
 Display the quilt prominently in the classroom or elsewhere. Tell students

that the quilt should serve as a reminder that similarities and differences are
what make communities great.

 If time remains, allow children to draw their own quilt on a piece of
construction paper, highlighting interests that have not yet been discussed
through Panwapa.
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Who lost his or her first
tooth when he or she
was 6?

Who learned how to swim
in a river?

Whose first bike was blue?

Who has 7 people in his
or her family?

Who speaks French? Whose favourite toy
was an Elmo doll?
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Appendix 1

Panwapa Video Viewing Guide

Viewer’s Guide to Panwapa Videos:
Questions for Discussion

Story #1: Hello Panwapa Island!
 How did the residents of Panwapa Island feel about Azibo when he first

arrived? Why did they feel this way?
 How did Azibo feel about the way he was treated when he first

arrived?
 Have you ever felt like Azibo did? When? Why?
 Why did the residents of Panwapa change their minds about Azibo?
 What can you do to make new people feel welcome in your

community?

Story #2: Speaking Like Sheep
 Why did Baabra have trouble communicating with the other residents

of Panwapa Island?
 How do you think Baabra felt when she could not speak with the other

residents of Panwapa Island?
 Have you ever had to learn a new language or speak to someone who

doesn’t speak your language? What is it like?
 What are some things you could do to help someone who doesn’t

speak the same language you do?
 How can you welcome someone who doesn’t speak the same language

you do?
 How did the residents of Panwapa Island feel when the Sheep family

wanted to live on the field?
 How did everyone solve the problem?
 What are some things you could do to help people who may be

homeless, or need basic things like food and water, like Baabra and
her family?

Story #3: Baa to the Sun, Sing to the Moon
 What is a tradition? What are the two traditions shown in this movie?
 Why did the sheep carry-out their tradition?
 Why did the residents of Panwapa Island carry-out their tradition?
 Why did the sheep and Azibo both have problems with each other’s

traditions?
 How did the residents of Panwapa Island solve these problems?
 What are some traditions in your families? Why are they important to

you?
 Why should we respect other people’s traditions?

Story #4: Snow Story
 What are the residents of Panwapa Island preparing for? What does

each one do to prepare?
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 What happens when all the residents of Panwapa Island try to prepare
for the storm by themselves? Why does this happen?

 How do the residents of Panwapa Island solve the problem?
 When have you used teamwork to solve a problem? Tell us about it.
 How can we use teamwork today to do a community service project?

Story #5: Juan Pablo from Guatemala
 Where does Juan Pablo live? Try to find the country he lives on a map.
 How are Juan Pablo and Chato similar? How are they different?
 What problem did Juan Pablo identify? How did he solve the problem?

Who helped him?
 Why do you think Chato could not go to school? Why do you think other

children around the world cannot go to school?
 Why is it important to go to school?
 What can you do to help children like Chato who cannot attend school?

Story #6: Oleg from Russia
 Where does Oleg live? Try to find the country he lives on a map.
 What is Oleg’s home like? Why is it important for him to be able to pack

his home up and move it?
 How is Oleg’s home similar to your home? How is it different?

Story #7: Moses from Tanzania
 Where does Moses live? Try to find the country he lives in on a map.
 How is Moses’s life similar to your life? How is it different?
 What language does Moses speak at home? What language does he

speak at school? Do you speak a different language at home than at
school?

 Moses is not allowed to speak Masai at school. How do you think this
affects his life?

 When would it be helpful to know more than one language?
 How is Moses’s school similar to your school? How is it different?
 Many children cannot go to school, or they have to run to school, like

Moses. What are the benefits of going to school? Why do you think some
children do not go to school?

 How can you help children who cannot attend school?

Story #8: Kamia from USA
 Where does Kamia live? Try to find the country he lives in on a map.
 Kamia lives in the desert. How does this affect his life?
 How is the desert similar to where you live? How is it different?
 Where does Kamia get water? Where do you get water?
 What does Kamia’s family use water for? What does your family use

water for?
 How do other children around the world get water?
 What can you do at home to save water?

Story #9: Joao from Angola
 Where does Joao live? Try to find the country he lives in on a map.
 How do Joao and his family get food? Where do you get food?
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 Why are Joao and his family celebrating?
 How do they celebrate?
 What do you celebrate with your family? How do you celebrate?
 How is the celebration in Joao’s village similar to your celebrations? How

is it different?

Story #10: Hannah from Israel
 Where does Hannah live? Try to find the country she lives in on a map.
 What problem did Hannah identify?
 How did Hannah’s class decide to solve the problem?
 What are some examples of teamwork in the video?
 What is a petition? Why did Hannah and her classmates create one?
 Why did the clock have four faces? How was each clock face different?
 How did Hannah’s class feel when they finished the project? Why did they

feel this way?
 What is an improvement you would like to make in your community? What

steps would you take to get this improvement done?

Story #11: Shahinoor from Bangladesh
 Where does Shahinoor live? Try to find the country she lives in on a map.
 What does Shahinoor use to make a toy?
 How does Shahinoor’s brother help her?
 How are Shahinoor’s toys similar to your toys? How are they different?
 Have you ever made a toy before? If so, what did you make? What did

you use to make it? If not, what could you make, and what could you use
to make it?

Story #12: Shem Ping from China
 Where does Shem Ping live? Try to find the country he lives in on a map.
 How did Shem Ping meet his new friend?
 What did Shem Ping try to eat?
 How is the food Shem Ping ate similar to the food you eat? How is it

different?
 What did Shem Ping learn during his visit?
 Have you ever tried something new before? What was it like? What did

you learn?
 Why is it important to meet new people and try new things?


