
Lesson: Development of Jim Crow Laws  

Time: 1-2 class periods 

Objective:  Have students analyze the experience of newly Freedmen in the late 19th 
century to determine whether or not Reconstruction was a success or failure.   

New York State Standards: 

Standard 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 

How it will relate?  

Lesson: 

• Do Now:  Look at the quote below and describe what James Garfield is saying.   

“What is freedom, is it the bare privilege of not being chained?  If this is all, then 
freedom is a bitter mockery a cruel delusion.”  

~James Garfield  

Teacher will ask for students to share their responses and lead a class discussion.  
Teacher will ask guided questions leading students to come up ideas which will make sure 
freedom wasn’t a bitter mockery or a cruel delusion.  (Successes of reconstruction)  

Notes:  

Successes of Reconstruction 

• 13th, 14th & 15th Amendments 
• The Freedmen's Bureau was created by the Federal Government to provide 

assistance to the more than 4 million freed slaves and refugees impacted by the 
War. (You will need to drag the headings from the bottom to the top of the 
category as you go over each topic) 

Teacher- What type of assistance do you think they provided? 

(Students give out answers and teacher flips the boxes on the board.) 

Teacher- Would you say equality was achieved? 

Children will respond.  



Teacher- Teacher makes point of Civil Rights movement years later.  We will now look at 
the reality of Reconstruction in the South. 

Teacher- How did the south go about denying African Americans equality?  

Notes:  

Failures of Reconstruction 

Social 

(Click on the box of Segregation/Jim Crow Laws and image will appear)  

Come up with a class definition of segregation.  

• Segregation/Jim Crow Laws: laws that imposed the separation of the races in order 
to maintain the inferior status of the freedmen (Teacher will write the class 
definition on the board)  

Teacher- These are some examples 

(Show Louisiana railroad laws from the internet. Use the pen to circle the two RR laws.) 

Teacher- A landmark Supreme Court case to challenge these laws was Plessy v. Ferguson.   

(Background of Plessy case on screen, a student volunteer will read it aloud.)   

Teacher- How would you decide this case…think about the 14th amendment! 

Think, pair, share (5-10 minutes)  

(Decision will be on screen covered up; teacher should pull down curtain and underline key 
words/phrases that students should copy.) 

Modifications:   

There will be fill in notes provided for every student.   

Assessment:  

Using this decision, reflect back on this quote?  Write at least two paragraphs.   

• Possible Answers- Still a mockery, cruel delusion, not equal, still did not have 
freedom. 


