
The Causes of the Civil War 
Jericho UFSD 
 

Aim:  How did John Brown illustrate the growing differences between the North and South? 
 
Do Now: 
     -Define hero 
     -Define villain 
     -In one sentence, explain the difference between the two. 
 
Procedure: 
     - Students will share answers with class while another student records them on the SmartBoard Notebook chart.  
This simple activity is to illustrate how the two are completely opposite. 

(3-5 minuntes) 
 
     -Students will be introduced to John Brown through a short PowerPoint presentation- who he was as a person 
and what events in his life shaped his beliefs. 

(5-7 minutes) 
 
     -Class will be divided into groups of four and be assigned by the teacher to represent the North OR the South 
(alternating to get the same number).  Each group will be asked to read the handout on John Brown’s raid on 
Harpers Ferry.  Once this is complete, student groups will be asked to complete a graffiti board reflecting on John 
Brown.  Using markers, students will jot down anything that comes to mind when thinking about John Brown 
(words, drawings, or both)  !!Students must complete this activity as if they were Northerners or Southerners from 
1859- how would they feel?!!  
 
      As groups are working, individual students will be selected to add pieces of their  graffiti boards on the 
SmartBoard Notebook (2 pages- one Northern perspective, one Southern). 

(15 minutes) 
 
     -Teacher and students will analyze the graffiti boards:  How are they different?  Similar?  How does the Northern 
perspective of John Brown compare with the Southern perspective?  How do the boards compare with the class 
generated definitions of hero and villain?  How is it possible that one country could have such different ideas about 
one person or event?  Teacher will explain the reactions to John Brown’s execution in the North and South to 
illustrate how far apart the sections were, and how close they now are to Civil War (less than 2 years!!)  Students 
will be directed to read the quotation from John Brown’s last letter (on bottom of handout). 

(5 minutes) 
 
     -Students will read the excerpts from John Brown’s last speech aloud.  After this, the class will debate:  What 
do you think?  Is John Brown a hero or a villain?  Do the ends justify the means in the case of John Brown?  Does 
his failure to actually free the slaves impact your decision on whether he is a hero or villain? 

(10 minutes) 
     -Concluding Activity:  Students will listen to song, John Brown’s Body to further illustrate the sectional 
differences between the North and South.  

(3 minutes) 
 
NYS Standards:  1, 3 + 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Brown- Hero or Villain? 
Sources 

 
Timeline Information: 



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/timeline/index.html 
 
John Brown photograph: 
http://www.schoolhousevideo.org/Media/JohnBrown.jpg 
 
Kansas Nebraska Act map: 
http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0215469/kansas1.gif 
 
John Brown at Kansas painting: 
http://www.lloydnichols.us/Images/Clipart/JohnBrown.jpg 
 
Handout Information: 
 http://www.nps.gov/archive/hafe/history.htm 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2940.html 
 
Harpers Ferry Sketch: 
http://home.nps.gov/applications/hafe/detail.cfm?Image_No=hf-0511 
 
Hanging sketch: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/timeline/index.html 
 
John Brown’s Last Speech: 
http://www.nationalcenter.org/JohnBrown'sSpeech.html 
 
John Brown at the courthouse painting: 
http://static.flickr.com/122/311652485_0daf1fa7fc.jpg 
 
John Brown’s final letter: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/brown/filmmore/reference/primary/index.html 
 
John Brown’s Body (song): 
http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100010565/default.html 
 
Extra Resources- 
Interview with John Brown: 
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/johnbrown/browninterview.html 
 
 


