A Super Stunner

Quarterback Eli Manning leads his team to a GIANT win over the New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII

By Claudia Atticot

More than 70,000 football fans at the University of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, Arizona, along with an estimated 97.5 million television viewers, witnessed one of the biggest upsets in football history on Sunday. The New York Giants came from behind to snatch a thrilling 17-14 victory over the New England Patriots, in Super Bowl XLII. Coming into the big game, the undefeated Patriots seemed invincible. 
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With 35 seconds left in the game, New York Giants’ wide receiver Plaxico Burress, catches a 13-yard touchdown pass. 



The Giants scored the first three points of the game with a field goal, but then went scoreless until the fourth quarter. Still, their defensive line kept the game close. They fought aggressively, sacking Patriots' quarterback Tom Brady five times. 

With 2:42 minutes left in the game, Brady connected with Randy Moss, who scored a touchdown. The Patriots got the extra point and led by a score of 14-10. But the Giants did not give up. Wide receiver David Tyree used his head to score a stunning catch, which helped the Giants stay alive. With just 35 seconds remaining, the Giants brought the game home. Quarterback Eli Manning threw a 13-yard touchdown pass to wide receiver Plaxico Burress. Lawrence Tynes's extra point was good and the Giants held a three-point lead. 

The Pats tried to use the remaining seconds to score, but got nowhere. Victory belonged to the underdogs. The Giants, who had lost their first two games this year, beat the near-perfect Patriots. "This is the greatest feeling in professional sports," said Burress, holding back tears. "For us to come out and win a world championship tonight-- nobody gave us a shot."

This is the Giants' third Super Bowl win. The last time they won the game was in 1991. "It's the greatest victory in the history of this franchise, without question," said Giants' co-owner John Mara. 

Manning was named the Most Valuable Player of the game. "It is an unbelievable game and an unbelievable feeling," he said. His older brother, Peyton, was named MVP last year, leading his team, the Indianapolis Colts, to victory in the previous Super Bowl. This is the first time brothers have earned MVP titles in back-to-back Super Bowl games. 

